ELIZABETHAN SEA-DOGS

toleration for the Huguenots. The war against
the Holy League, however, had not yet ended.
The effect of Henry's conversion was to make a
more united France against the encroaching power
of Spain. And every eye in England was soon
turned on Drake and Hawkins for a stroke at
Spanish power beyond the sea.

Drake and Hawkins formed a most unhappy
combination, made worse by the fact that Hawkins,
now old beyond his years, soured by misfortune,
and staled for the sea by long spells of office work,
was put in as a check on Drake, in whom Elizabeth
had lost her former confidence. Sir Thomas
Baskerville was to command the troops. Here,
at least, no better choice could have possibly been
made. Baskerville had fought with rare distinc-
tion in the Brest campaign and before that in the
Netherlands.

There was the usual hesitation about letting the
fleet go far from home. The * purely defensive5
school was still strong; Elizabeth in certain moods
belonged to it; and an incident which took place
about this time seemed to give weight to the argu-
ments of the defensivists. A small Spanish force,
obliged to find water and provisions in a hurry, put
mto Mousehole in Cornwall and, finding no op-